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Howard Fineman, one of the most trusted political journalists, shows that every 
American debate, from our nations founding to the present day, is rooted in onr of 
thriteen arguments that – thankfully – defy resolution.  It is the process of never 
ending argument that defines us, inspires us, and keeps us free.  These arguments 
include Who is a person?, the role of faith in government, America’s place in the 
world,  nomination of judges, limits on free speech, presidential power and public 
debt.  Many of these issues galvanized the Founding Fathers and still inspire our 
leaders today. 
 
 
Read this during your summer break, and be prepared to discuss it upon return in a 
seminar setting.  You will be assessed on its themes within the first month of 
school. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 


